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Introduction

This guide is designed to provide you
with general education and practical
tips to help your people when

embarking on their own surrogacy "

journey. N

As intended parents, these employees are endeavoring on d
remarkable path to fulfill their dreams of having a child, and with the
right team, you can rest assured knowing that together, we can
navigate this complex and emotionally charged process with
confidence.

Throughout this guide, we will address potential pitfalls and offer
guidance on how to avoid them. While this guide offers a baseline
understanding of the complex nature of surrogacy, each journey is
uniquely personal and deserving of dedicated support.

To learn how Vesta for Families safely and securely leads
individuals, couples, and families accomplish their surrogacy
goals, please contact us at info@vestaforfamilies.com

ves.ta@ WWW.VESTAFORFAMILIES.COM
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PITFALL #1

Insufficient
Legal Guidance

Failing to seek proper legal guidance throughout the
surrogacy process can lead to complications. Make sure you
consult with an experienced reproductive attorney who
specializes in surrogacy to ensure all legal aspects, including
contracts, parental rights, and potential challenges, are
properly addressed.
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PITFALL #2

Inadequate Screening

and Matching

Thoroughly screen and evaluate potential surrogates to
ensure they are mentally, emotionally, and physically
prepared for the journey. Rushing the matching process or
neglecting important screening criteria can result in
incompatible matches or conflicts down the line.
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PITFALL #3

Insufficient Emotional
Support

The surrogacy journey can be emotionally challenging for
both intended parents and surrogates. It's important to seek
emotional support, whether through counseling, support

groups, or other resources. Neglecting emotional well-being
can impact the overall experience and strain relationships.

- -
/

~

veSta.'\\Y/.’: WWW.VESTAFO.RFAMILIES.COM

YOUR INCLUSIVE FAMILY-BUILDING EXPERTS




PITFALL #4

Lack of Clear

Com¥esifi®ation

Effective and transparent communication with your surrogate
is crucial. Misunderstandings or miscommunications can lead
to conflicts and strain the relationship. Maintain open and
honest communication from the beginning and establish clear
expectations and boundaries.
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PITFALL #5

Lack of
Financial Planning

Surrogacy involves significant financial investment. Failing to
plan and budget appropriately can lead to unexpected
expenses, financial strain, or inadequate resources to support
the journey. Consider all the potential costs involved, including
medical procedures, legal fees, and compensation for the
surrogate, and plan accordingly.
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PITFALL #6

Not Understanding Laws
and Regulations

Surrogacy laws and regulations vary across jurisdictions
and even within different states or countries. It's crucial to
understand and comply with the legal requirements in your
specific location. Failure to do so can lead to legal
complications, potential disputes, and even jeopardize
parental rights.
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PITFALL #7

Not Using a Reputable
Surrogacy Escrow
Agency

Handling the financial aspects of surrogacy can be complex
and potentially risky. Using a reputable surrogacy escrow

agency can help protect your financial interests, establish

trust between you and the surrogate, and mitigate potential
conflicts related to financial matters. Research and choose
an escrow agency with a proven track record in surrogacy
to ensure the secure and proper management of your funds
throughout the surrogacy journey.
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How does escrow work in

an independent surrogacy
journey?

In an independent surrogacy journey, the escrow company plays
a pivotal role in ensuring financial security and transparency.

The intended parents fund the escrow account, which is then
used to cover the surrogate’s fees and all pregnancy-related
expenses. The escrow company safeguards these funds, ensuring
timely payments to the surrogate and handling any additional
expenses as per the surrogacy contract. This arrangement not
only ensures the safety of the intended parents’ money but also
guarantees that the surrogate is compensated as agreed on.
Trusting a reputable escrow company is crucial for a smooth and
stress-free surrogacy journey.
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How do | choose a surrogacy

escrow company?

Escrow is essential for protecting both the intended parents and the
surrogate in any surrogacy journey. By following these guidelines, you
can be sure that you choose a surrogacy escrow company that will
provide security, transparency, and assurance throughout your
surrogacy journey.

¢ Research Different Options: Look into the various
surrogacy escrow companies available, considering their
fees, services offered, experience, and customer service.

e Experience with Surrogacy: Ensure the company has
experience with surrogacy and understands its
complexities.

¢ Check References and Reviews: Read reviews about the
company and speak to other surrogacy professionals
who may have used their services.

e Security Measures: Ensure all funds are bonded and
insured and opt for companies that hold client funds in an
attorney-managed trust account.

e Comprehensive Service: The company should support
you throughout the surrogacy process, offer secure
payment solutions, fast transfers, and review supporting
documents before releasing any funds.

e Transparency: The company should provide a platform
where you can access your account, verify receipts, and
ensure they match all requests, and compare all requests
against legal contracts.
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Conclusion

We hope this guide has provided you

with valuable insights and practical
tips to successfully navigate the
journey of independent surrogacy. As

Remember, you are not

you move forward, keep in mind that .
alone on this journey.

every surrogacy journey is unique, so

tailor the information to your specific

circumstances and consult with Reach out to the

professionals who specialize in supportive community of

surrogacy. intended parents,
surrogates, and

Embrace challenges as opportunities professionals who can

for growth, maintain open provide guidance and

communication, seek emotional share experiences.

support, and express gratitude to your
surrogate and support team.

We wish you the utmost success and happiness on your path to
parenthood through independent surrogacy.
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